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FROM ACTION TO APPLIED SOCIOLOGY:  
JAMAICA PLAIN PORCHFEST  
By Mindy Fried, M.S.W., Ph.D.

For a couple of decades, I 
have been an “applied 
sociologist,” meaning that my 
sociology leaves the classroom 
and situates itself in organizational 
contexts. There are many ways 
that applied sociologists “do 
sociology.”  For the most part, my 
work focuses 
on evaluating 
a range of 
programs and 
policies to 
help 
organizations 
get stronger 
and 
ultimately, 
bring in more funds so they can 
continue to do their good work. 
Applied sociology may be 
perceived by some as the step 
child of academic sociology.  
“Professor” is a far more classy title 
than Senior Research Associate or 
even, Wowza, Evaluation 
Research Expert!  But academic 
and applied sociology are equally 
good options; the choice to 
pursue one or the other has more 
to do with the job market, as well 

as one’s career goals and 
interests.  That said, applied 
sociologists have fewer 
institutionalized steps along the 
career ladder to achieve 
“success,” and we certainly 
experience less institutionalized 
scrutiny.  For better or worse, 

applied 
sociologists 

also don’t 
generally 

have a 
“family” of 
colleagues 

for life! 
A lot of us 

“applied 
folks” are happy with our choice. 
The work is challenging, and the 
potential to improve programs 
and policies that improve 
people’s health, education, 
incomes and more is satisfying. 
Many of us also love to teach, but 
generally when we do, we’re on 
the lowest rung of the totem pole 
as adjuncts, with low wages, no 
benefits and depending on the 
institution, no status, even if one is 
a stellar teacher whose students 

adore you. But unlike adjuncts 
who are scraping a living together 
teaching multiple single courses, 
we may choose to teach courses, 
without fully depending on this 
income.
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In 2014, I discovered another way to put my sociology into action, when I joined with a friend to organize a 
neighborhood music festival on porches, called “Jamaica Plain Porchfest” (www.jpporchfest.org). We are now 
entering our fifth year of this incredible endeavor, and each year, the event becomes more of what we hoped 
it would be. But more on that in a minute! 

Before I began organizing this arts-filled event, my type of applied sociology had, for the most part, been 
stuck in a room, or on occasion, at an event or rally. But I felt ready to break out. While I have been evaluating 
arts-based programs for a number of years, I found that I could bring my sociological eye to designing and 
implementing a participatory arts-based musical event.  Luckily, I was partnered with an old and dear friend 
who brought the same sensibility and perspective. 

Our sociological eyes went into motion from the very beginning of our planning, as we identified the 
“outcomes” we wanted to achieve for this event.  We live in a community that is considered very diverse, in 
terms of race/ethnicity, class and sexual/gender orientation. But in reality, the community is very divided. There 
is a “Latin Quarter” which houses Cubans, Dominicans, Puerto Ricans and Central Americans; there are public 
housing developments that cloister poor people in large high rises; there are new mixed-income housing 
developments; there are sections of “town” that are entirely working class, and others that are entirely middle 
class. Our goal was to bring the various strains of the community together – bridging race/ethnicity and class – 
using music as the vehicle.  

The phenomenon of “porchfests” is not new.  The first one was organized in Ithaca, New York in 2007, and 
now there are around 50 of them in cities and towns throughout the U.S., including Tucson, Napa Valley, 
Boulder, Buffalo (my hometown!), Salt Lake City and in Somerville, Massachusetts, the porchfest that initially 
inspired us. From the looks of the incredible photos on each of their porchfest websites, we can see that they 
are joyous events that build community. From our conversations with the Ithaca and Somerville porchfesters, 
we also know how successful they are in promoting community bonding, as people come out on the streets to 
enjoy music together. Since we first started our porchfest, we have provided consultation to 8 other 

http://www.jpporchfest.org
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communities to create their own events, including a number in Massachusetts (e.g., Fitchburg, Quincy, 
Brookline) as well as others around the country (e.g., Mission District in San Francisco, Maplewood, New Jersey). 

In contrast to some of the 
neighborhoods where other porchfests 
take place, around half of Jamaica 
Plain’s residents are people of color, 
including 25% Latino, 14% African-
American, and 4% Asian, and 50% are 
white.  Our commitment was to 
promote bridging and bonding, by 
pursuing three strategies: include a 
diverse range of musicians in terms of 
their racial/ethnic backgrounds as well 
as their musical genres; locate and 
include porches throughout the 

neighborhood where musicians can play, and engage and bring out diverse audiences.  We hoped that these 
strategies would help to overcome some of the “tri-furcation” or “quadri-furcation” (!) in the ‘hood.   

Initially, we created a Facebook page with a call for musicians and porch hosts.  But a lot of people don’t 
go on Facebook, including 27% of online adults who don’t use social media, and another group of people 
defined as Facebook “resisters.”   

We reached out to local non-profit organizations, some of whom serve youth, others who manage low-
income housing, others who coordinate small business activity, and yet others who run programs around 
maintaining a beautiful, large park in one of the neighborhood’s low-income neighborhoods. We also reached 
out to students at a highly renowned local music college. We even “scouted” musicians, sometimes at a local 
park or other venue, as well as musicians we just heard of through friends. Over the years, we have worked 
hard to develop these partnerships, sometimes co-producing events during the year, and now there is greater 
decentralized investment in creating a robust and joyous porchfest. 

The first year we organized a porchfest, my organizing partner and I started with the idea that we’d do a 
“pilot” event, with three bands and three porches. But if we were to stay true to our goals, we needed to do 
more than that. Ultimately, we had 60 bands sign up in the first year, and enough porches committed so that 
two bands could play on each porch. We spent hours poring over the mix of bands and porch hosts we would 
match, focusing on bringing together a mix of people from diverse backgrounds, by race/ethnicity, gender, 
and where possible, class. In the end, diverse bands and solo musicians shared a stage – aka porch – hosted 
by a third party who generously offered her/his porch. This last year, we had 200 bands performing on 95 
porches AND over the past couple of years, we have also included dance, spoken word, storytelling, comedy, 
circus arts and more. 

In our first year, we had been informed that one of the other porchfests almost got shut down one year 
because there were crowds of people roaming the streets, obstructing traffic and trashing neighbor’s lawns. 
So we created a tiered structure, in which each porch had a “Porch Fun Manager”, each cluster of porches in 
a particular part of the neighborhood had a “Cluster Manager”, and the overall event had two “Network 
Managers” (me and my partner), who kept an eye on the whole picture. Organizational sociology in action… 
This strategy has worked well every year! 
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While the two of us organized this event, we realized that we were operating within the construct of social 
institutions that needed to be privy to our plans, offer advice, and inform us of any limitations. So we met with 
officials from the City, from the police, and from a neighborhood services department that does city permitting.  
(We were committed to NOT have permits for each porch!  We didn’t have the budget and we didn’t want to 
deal with the bureaucracy.) We continue to have total support from City agencies, including the police and 
the inspectional services department. 

And did I mention that we had NO budget 
whatsoever in year one?  This was one of the 
appeals of the event. Nothing commercial. No 
“brought to you by”, banners, logos or even 
food trucks!  We received a few in-kind 
donations:  one from a friend, another from the 
City of Boston which paid for printing colorful 
maps of the porch routes to be used on the day 
of the event, and another from a printer who 
didn’t charge us for printing postcards to 
announce the event. For many people, the 
fact that JP Porchfest was commercial-free was 
a breath of fresh air. Over the years, we have 

encouraged sponsorship support from local small businesses, as we recognized we needed funding and we 
saw them as part of the community. We have received small grants from the City of Boston, which have been 
very helpful, and got our first big grant last year from The Boston Foundation, which allowed us to hire part-time 
staff and do more extensive outreach in the Latinx community. 

So how did it go in the first year?  On the day of the event, we had 7,000-8,000 people roaming throughout 
the neighborhood listening to music, and hundreds showed up at a local restaurant, Bella Luna Restaurant and 
Milky Way Café, for an after-party which served $5 all-you-can-eat pizza!  Anecdotally, it seemed that everyone 
loved the event from the audience to the musicians to the porch hosts. In successive years, the audience has 
grown exponentially, with over 10,000 attendees. It is WILD for one small community of four square miles to 
explode like this during this arts-filled day! 

But a good “action sociologist” can’t just leave it there!  In our first year, we wanted to evaluate the impact 
of the event. In order to count the numbers in attendance, we used porchfest stickers, and had intended to 
count the leftovers to gauge the size of the crowd, except we ran out of stickers in one hour!  We consulted an 
audience researcher on how to calculate the final numbers, and it’s her figures – 7,000-8,000 – that we are 
citing. We also distributed very short surveys with a few questions that would help us learn what worked and 
what didn’t work, as well as to identify the demographics of porchfesters.  

Nearly 100% reported that the event was excellent or very good.  In addition, we had two sociology grad 
students from Brandeis University (my alma mater) traversing the event and interviewing participants about 
their experience.  

In our second year, we did a study of merchants, to see if they had an increased volume of sales. The answer 
was “yes”! But an unexpected benefit was that small merchants were excited about the positive feelings that 
were generated in the community, and they wanted to host artists on their premises. 

Over the years, we have also queried musicians and other artists, as well as porch hosts to get more detailed 
feedback on their experiences performing at JP Porchfest. We learned that they made great connections with 
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the other band with whom they shared their porch as well as with their porch hosts. They were pleased that 
they were able to add people to their mailing lists and increased their CD sales. One of the bands- Damn Tall 
Buildings (http://www.damntallbuildings.com/) credits their success with the enormous exposure they got at 
our first porchfest, and they have tried to return every year. Since that time, they have produced two albums 
and toured extensively!  One of our colleagues and friends from Hyde Square Task Force, a JP youth leadership 
organization, conducted her own short survey to see if business picked up in the “Latin Quarter”, and 
interestingly, small shops like the local beauty shop and local rotisserie chicken take-out place increased their 
business by anywhere from 100-400%!    

In our first year, we wanted to document the event, and created a team of professional filmmakers who 
shot the event and produced a professional video about the event (https://vimeo.com/122316604). The film 
centers on three narratives:  a long-time Latina political activist who had just moved into affordable housing 
and wanted to use porchfest as a way to unite her racially divided neighborhood; a veteran rocker musician 
who writes songs about JP and is a staple in the ‘hood; and a group of youth leaders from a local non-profit 
organization who were accompanied by two filmmakers who documented their response to the event and 
the different types of music. Each of these people have remained involved in JP Porchfest, and the Latina 
political activist is now a part of a poetry group that performs, called “Never Too Late to be a Poet”! 

In year one, my organizing partner and I were initially worried that no one would show up, and then after 
the event, we worried that we would experience a post-event malaise. But we have been disproven again 
and again! In the end, we determined that we had done a pretty good job, maybe even a really good job! In 
a follow-up conversation I had with Ayanna Pressley, a brilliant African-American City Councilor who spoke at 
the event, I lamented that the audience wasn’t as diverse as we wanted it to be, and she told me, “you are 
acting like a woman!”  I was startled. What did she mean?  She told me that the event was a great success, 
but I was focusing on the negative. “We’ll work on that for next year”, she reassured me. While roughly one-
third of our musicians were people of color in year one, we wanted to increase the diversity of artists and 
attendees. Through our deepened partnerships with community players, we have made very good progress. 
By the way, we created a Politicians Porch, and Councilor Pressley and other politicians now sing, read poetry 
and lead people in line dancing! 

Over the past few years, JP Porchfest has continued, expanded and flourished. Two years ago, I presented 
the model, along with the documentary, at an SWS conference and had a panel of ethnographers and race 
scholars critique the initiative and offer advice. One of the most powerful points made was – how can we 
sustain the positive experience of bringing people together, beyond what a one-day event can do. Inspired 
by this recommendation, we have developed new programing that wraps around the year, often in 
partnership with community groups and organizations.  And after the election, we began to create a series of 
events under the title “ResistARTS” – in which we bring different artists together across genre and raise money 
for activist work. So for example, we just put on an event called Resist and Rejoice! – raising money for a youth 
immigrant group and a youth LGBQT group.  

JP Porchfest has now become an “institution”, considered a tradition in just four years. We can’t wait to see 
what happens this year! 

 
Mindy Fried is Principal at Arbor Consulting Partners, Co-Executive Director at Hoopla Productions, and Senior 
Visiting Lecturer, Boston College Sociology Department. You can read more about Mindy’s projects at 
http://www.mindyfried.com/.  
  

http://www.mindyfried.com/
http://www.damntallbuildings.com
https://vimeo.com/122316604
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MESSAGE FROM 
THE CHAIR                
By Melissa S. Fry, Ph.D.  
The current moment is ripe for 
sociological practice and public 
sociology. The anti-science rhetoric, 
proliferation of “fake news,” pedaling of 
distortions, and even bald-faced lies, 
require that each of us engage our work 
with intention and clarity of purpose. 
We’ve all read dozens of essays on the 
importance of science and evidence-
based approaches over the last year. 
I’d like to add yet another voice to the 
mix with a specific focus on the kinds of 
work applied and public sociologists 
engage, and the role our work can play in moving communities large and small beyond sniping and 
partisan politicking. 

I was among the millions left stunned by the outcome of the 2016 election. My first inclination was to 
jump full force into partisan activism in my community — a move I wholly respect in all who chose that 
path and continue to work in that vein. But this created some complications for me precisely because of 
the work I do as a public sociologist. 

As the Director of the Applied Research and Education Center at Indiana University’s Southeast 
regional campus, I do needs assessments, program evaluation, and strategic planning with diverse 
community partners, but I also produce issue based research briefs to help inform public debate, 
dialogue, and local and regional decision-making. As an academic, I have the freedom to take partisan 
positions, but as a scientist working in the community to facilitate and advance dialogue, I have chosen 
to be issue-based in my approach. I advocate policy positions supported by the data and by what we 
have learned from past policy and program successes and failures. 

Solving homelessness is not, and should not be, a partisan issue. The specific policy positions we take 
may be rooted in distinct political ideologies, but if we can agree on the magnitude of the problem, and 
can specify causes through careful analysis of data, we are more likely to come to shared understandings 
about approaches to solving the problem.  

I am not suggesting this is easy. In fact, in most cases, the difference between parties is in the 
specification of the source of a problem. As social scientists, however, I think we can actually help people 
better understand when models are misspecified and how we know they are mistaken. But we have to 
be out there explaining this to people, sitting in meetings with people with whom we may disagree 
vehemently on most political topics. We have to use both quantitative and qualitative analyses, time 
series data, policy analysis, evaluation, and rigorous basic research to help us understand which levers 
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are most likely to drive the positive changes we seek without producing negative unintended 
consequences.  

This work can lead to shared understandings that can produce meaningful policy discussions, and 
compromises that recognize the diverse needs and interests of our communities. Where I live and work, I 
cannot be a part of these important conversations if I am focused on partisan politics. This is not to say 
that I don’t also recognize a deep crisis in our party system at this very moment. I do and I do not suggest 
we ignore it, but I submit that public sociology is in a prime position to play an instrumental role in leading 
us through this painful moment and to real, evidence-based research-informed dialogue about our 
shared grievances and aspirations. Yes, I am a bit pie in the sky on this, but I also keep finding myself 
making presentations to folks who simply never have looked at the actual data, never had someone 
explain what “affordable” means in reference to housing for the thousands of households living on one 
minimum wage income.  

I’ve presented on income and housing to diverse crowds and some may use the data I have in ways 
I would rather they didn’t, but they are starting to talk about the need for more work to be sure we have 
sufficient affordable housing for those earning below area median income. Local leaders are beginning 
to talk more about the fact that housing people is cheaper than dealing with homelessness. I am not 
deluded enough to think this will soon result in fantastic projects and policies that I might want to promote, 
but at the very least, we are getting to a place where we are working from the same information with 
some meaningful conversation about which levers can have the greatest impact to improve housing 
options and quality of life in our region. When people hear me say that I agree that a builder cannot 
make money renting units at $250 per month and that is precisely why we have to have public/private, 
nonprofit partnerships, and mixed income & mixed use development, they are also learning about the 
role of government and the third sector in filling in gaps where markets don’t work. This is an important 
civics lesson that has been lost in the post 1980’s march to ever lower taxes and the dismantling of the 
state apparatus.  

The data I bring to bear are only part of the conversation because our publicly funded regional 
university chooses to provide my skills to area efforts as a community engagement and outreach service 
of the institution. Whether we work in the academy or outside of it, a key purpose of our work as public 
sociologists is to inform the public dialogue and debate with sound data, research and evaluation, and 
our best models and predictive analysis for what will produce the outcomes we desire. Our only defense 
against lies, deception, fake news and untruths is to use rigor to seek truth, to share our findings with 
everyday people and decision makers, engage conversations, and build strong communities to produce 
the change we wish to see in the world.
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SECTION MEMBERS ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENTS                                                          
 
Comments 
Why Sociology Matters By Stanley Capela, HeartShare Human Services of New York Since 1996 I have 
volunteered my time to be a peer reviewer for the Council on Accreditation. During that time, I have 
participated on 111 site visits in 36 states, District of Columbia, Canada and military programs in 
Germany, Guam and Japan. Overall, I have reviewed 81 non-profit organizations, 15 government 
agencies, 14 military programs and one for profit organization. I often go to a place I have never 
been, have to grasp the essence of an unfamiliar organization in a short period of time, and build a 
team of reviewers that I have never met before. As an applied sociologist I utilize my communication 
and observation skills to find ways to make a team cohesive. Further, I utilize these skills to develop 
viable ways to communicate during intro and exit conferences as well as conducting interviews. 
More importantly, sociology provides the skills to gather both qualitative and quantitative data in a 
way that formulates into an understanding of how well the organization meets the standards. Further 
information is available in a recent article I co-authored with Joseph Frisno for New Directions for 
Evaluation. The article is entitled: Recipe for Conducting Quality Accreditation Site Visits, Winter 2017, 
Number 156. In the end sociology does matter because it provides the skills to provide an 
organization with information to further strengthen program performance.  
Here is the link to the article:  http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ev.20262/abstract.  
 
Awards 
Corey Dolgon received a Fulbright to teach community research and organizing at the university of 
Salzburg this spring. Congrats Corey! 

Grants/Funding 
Miriam Boeri, Principal Investigator of an NIH grant to study opioid users: Suburban Opioid Study 
Award Number R15DA041657, National Institute On Drug Abuse of the National Institutes of Health. 
The broad goal of this ethnographic study is to fill the gap in our understanding of opioid and heroin 
use patterns in suburban communities where opioid use is epidemic. The study has two specific aims: 
(1) To examine opioid and heroin use initiation, trajectories, settings, situations, and risk practices; (2) 
To compare opioid and heroin use patterns by race, ethnicity, and gender. Our qualitative study 
triangulates ethnographic field research and in-depth interviews conducted in three suburban field 
sites that differ by size, location, and demographics. The proposed research is relevant to public 
health because more insider knowledge is needed on how to stem the current opioid and heroin 
epidemic. http://www.bentley.edu/prepared/bentley-researcher-awarded-national-institutes-
health-grant-study-opioid-use-suburbs 
 
 
 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1002/ev.20262/abstract
http://www.bentley.edu/prepared/bentley-researcher-awarded-national-institutes-health-grant-study-opioid-use-suburbs
http://www.bentley.edu/prepared/bentley-researcher-awarded-national-institutes-health-grant-study-opioid-use-suburbs
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Book Announcements 
 

The Politics of Local Government: Governing in Small Towns and Suburbia  
Barry Truchil incorporates a scholarly analysis of local government with case 
studies from his elected experiences.  
Combining scholarly literature with elected experience at the local 
governmental level, Barry E. Truchil addresses the inner workings and politics 
of local government in small town and suburban settings in The Politics of 
Local Government. This book explores issues involving development and 
implementation of budgets, regulation, and control of development 
(including conversion of open space to housing and business buildings), as 
well as the initiation of progressive changes such as the use of green energy 
and control of corruption. Given the limited available research in this area, 
this book fills a void for scholars in the field, undergraduate and graduate 

students as well as those interested in the politics of local government. 
 
 
This is What Inequality Looks Like  

You Yenn, Nanyang Technological University, has a new book of essays, 
which was written for a public audience and published by a local popular 
press:  
Authors Synopsis 
What is poverty? What is inequality? How are they connected? How are they 
reproduced? How might they be overcome? Why should we try? This book—
an ethnography of inequality—addresses these questions. Formed by a 
series of essays, they are written to be read individually but have been 
arranged to be read as a totality and in sequence. Each aims to accomplish 
two things: first, to introduce a key aspect of the experience of being low-

income in contemporary Singapore. Second, to illustrate how people’s experiences link to structural 
conditions of inequality. The way we frame our questions shapes the way we see solutions. This book 
asks readers to pose questions in different ways, to shift the vantage point from which they view 
‘common sense,’ and in so doing, to see themselves as part of problems and potential solutions. The 
book is about how acknowledging poverty and inequality leads to uncomfortable revelations about 
our society and ourselves. And it is about how once we see we cannot, and must not, un-see.  
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Book Announcements (cont.) 
 

The Fight for Fair Housing  
Causes, Consequences and Future Implications of the 1968 Federal Fair Housing Act 

Gregory D. Squires, George Washington University, edits a new book 
that commemorates the 50th anniversary of the Fair Housing Act. All 
royalties will be donated to the National Fair Housing Alliance. 
The Federal Fair Housing Act of 1968 was passed at a time of turmoil, 
conflict, and conflagration in cities across the nation. The Fair Housing 
Act was passed with a dual mandate, to end discrimination and to 
dismantle the segregated living patterns that characterized most cities. 
The Fight for Fair Housing tells us what happened, why, and what remains 
to be done. The book brings together the nation’s leading fair housing 

activists and scholars to tell the stories that led to the passage of the Fair Housing Act, its 
consequences, and the implications of the Act going forward. It is intended for everyone 
concerned with the future of our cities, race and ethnic relations in all communities. 
 
Hurt: Chronicles of the Drug War Generation 

 
Miriam Boeri, Bentley University, released a new book that weaves 
engaging first-person accounts of the lives of baby boomer drug users, 
including the authors first-hand knowledge as the sister of a heroin addict. 
The compelling stories are set in historical context, from the cultural 
influence of sex, drugs, and rock 'n' roll to contemporary discourse that 
pegs drug addiction as a disease punishable by incarceration. With 
penetrating insight and conscientious attention to the intersectionality of 
race, gender, and class, Boeri reveals the impact of an increasingly 
punitive War on Drugs on a hurting generation.  
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Book Announcements (cont.) 
 

Sociology in Action 
  
Kathleen Odell Korgen, William Paterson University and Maxine P. Atkinson, 
North Carolina State University edited Sociology in Action.  
Sociology in Action will inspire your students to do sociology through real-
world activities designed to increase learning, retention, and 
engagement with course material. This new text immerses students in an 
active learning experience that emphasizes hands-on work, application, 
and learning by example.  
 

The Cambridge Handbook of Service Learning and Community Engagement (Cambridge 
Handbooks in Psychology) 
 

Corey Dolgon, Stonehill College, co-edited The Cambridge Handbook of 
Service Learning and Community Engagement. With contributions from 
leading experts across disciplinary fields, this book explores best practices 
from the field's most notable researchers, as well as important historically 
based and politically focused challenges to a field whose impact has 
reached an important crossroads. The comprehensive and powerfully 
critical analysis considers the history of community engagement and 
service learning, best teaching practices and pedagogies, engagement 
across disciplines, and current research and policies - and contemplates 

the future of the field. The book will not only inform faculty, staff, and students on ways to 
improve their work, but also suggest a bigger social and political focus for programs intended 
to seriously establish democracy and social justice in their communities and campuses 
 
Kill it to save it 
An autopsy of capitalism’s triumph over democracy 

Now in paperback with a new postscript. Corey Dolgon, Stonehill College, 
book was selected for honorable mention for the 2018 Mirra Karamoska 
book award (eastern sociological society). 
How have powerful Americans convinced their fellow citizens to support 
policies beneficial only to the wealthy? Why have so many given up on 
public education, safe food and safe streets, living wages – even on 
democracy itself?  
Kill it to Save it lays bare the hypocrisy of US political discourse by 
documenting the story of capitalism’s triumph over democracy.  
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Article Announcements 

Jason Smith, American Sociological Association, co-edited a special issue of the 
journal Information, Communication & Society with Jenny Davis and Barry Wellman. The issue is 
entitled, "Communication, Information Technology, and Media Sociology as a Transfield," and 
features eight articles and two commentary pieces. The issue is affiliated with the CITAMS section 
of ASA and showcases research presented at the 2017 annual meeting. 

Jenny Davis, Jason A. Smith, and Barry Wellman (eds). “Communication, Information 
Technology, and Media Sociology as a Transfield.” in Information, Communication, & 
Society, 21(5). 

Miriam Boeri co-authored an article in the Journal of Ethnographic and Qualitative Research on 
the social re-construction of marijuana. The authors of this article took advantage of an 
opportunity to collect real-time data in Massachusetts immediately after a medical marijuana 
bill was passed and while medical marijuana policy was being developed and 
implemented. The purpose of our research was to document the social re-construction of an 
illegal drug into a legal medicine, with a focus on community stakeholders’ perceptions. 

Boeri, Miriam and Aukje Lamonica. 2017. The Social Re-Construction of Marijuana as 
Medicine. Journal of Ethnographic and Qualitative Research 11(4): 257-276. 

You can also read an online news piece on the same topic - Re-criminalizing cannabis is worse 
than 1930s ‘reefer madness at https://theconversation.com/re-criminalizing-cannabis-is-worse-
than-1930s-reefer-madness-89821 

https://theconversation.com/re-criminalizing-cannabis-is-worse-than-1930s-reefer-madness-89821
https://theconversation.com/re-criminalizing-cannabis-is-worse-than-1930s-reefer-madness-89821
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