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The Publicizer
Newsletter of the ASA Section on
Sociological Practice and Public Sociology

Do Market Research and Public Sociology Mix?

In teaching undergraduate sociology, one of the most frequent questions from students and
parents is “how do I get a job in sociology without getting a graduate degree?” I counsel students in the
wide range of career avenues available, and have noticed a recent trend toward business doublemajors and interest in using sociological skills in the business world.
Having worked in both academic sociology and the business world, I am able to tell them
about market research and advertising/advertising research, both of which provide myriad entrylevel opportunities for new BA/BS sociology graduates. Most tell me they had no idea such
careers were available in “non-academic” sociology. Public sociology can include business,
market research, and advertising in addition to the traditional helping and policy fields. While the
profit motive of doing applied sociology in the business arena may be suspect among some
practitioners, there are real opportunities for doing public sociology in such a position.
For example, market research clients include public health entities, government services,
and medication compliance studies in addition to the more familiar business services client. In
fact, a full 60% of my market research experience as Qualitative Research Manager at Phoenix
Multicultural Marketing was pharma/public health, and medical education or compliance. These
studies helped find the best ways to communicate health information in culturally appropriate
ways to underserved groups, and across different languages. That, for me, is solid public
sociology.
A sociologist’s expertise with cultural/social issues, immigrant/area studies, research
design and methodology are highly sought-after in the world of market research. Let your
students know!
---Chelsea Starr, Eastern New Mexico University
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An Argument for Practicing Sociology
Becky Hsu
Georgetown University

On November 16th of last year, I joined a group of sociologists at the University of
Pennsylvania’s Positive Psychology Center (PPC) to spend most of a day with Marty
Seligman, the famed psychologist and founder of positive psychology. Seligman is well known
in the field for his contributions to the theory of learned helplessness and is now famous in the
public for establishing the field of positive psychology. He saw psychology as a field focused
on pathologies, and he wanted instead to research and develop within a field that encourages
and promotes healthy psychological states. We spent that day talking about the possibility of a
“positive sociology.” Its innovation would mirror Seligman’s: rather than focusing on social
problems, we would focus on the common good, a flourishing society.
There are two steps that separate mainstream sociology and positive psychology.
First, psychology already has a well-established clinical side; their topics seem immediately
relevant. Although our section represents the small minority working in sociological practice—
applied and clinical sociology—most people doing sociological research are academics mired
in the encumbrance of insisting that our work remain, as Max Weber wrote, “value-free.” But
they are chasing a unicorn (see Phil Gorski’s brilliant analysis of Weber’s faulty extension of
Kantian philosophy, “Notes from the Chair,” ASA Theory Section newsletter, Nov 2011). Our
work has never been and can never be truly value-free. As those who study morality know,
there is no such thing. Even in the sciences, there are moral ideas. (The choice of a research
question in and of itself is a moral endeavor.)

Note from the Editor
I would like to thank the
Council, Chair, Webmaster,
and Past Editors of the
newsletter for their support in
getting me started on the new
edition .
Having worked in sociological
practice and academic
sociology, public sociology is
a subject that is close to my
heart. The other part of my
heart is occupied by teaching,
and I see an important role for
practice and public sociology
in undergraduate and
graduate education. I hope
you enjoy the newsletter as a
whole.
Chelsea Starr, Editor
Send contributions to
ThePublicizer@gmail.com

Instead of deceiving ourselves or denying the values that we bring into our work,
isn’t it better to be aware of our own biases? Isn’t it prudent to understand our own
dispositions and then make our recommendations to the world alongside their sober-minded
disclosure: “As an American, I know I come from a society with individualistic history and
priorities. Given that, I make these recommendations”? The success and social benefits of
positive psychology might be a powerful argument for us as sociologists to unapologetically do
more practice (which means that we'd all as a discipline have to take a step away from the idea
that value-free sociology is what we do, or is even possible).
Mario Small delivered an impromptu tour-de-force speech on the topic to a small
circle after our section’s 2010 business meeting in Atlanta, and it had a big effect on me. He
pointed out that economists regularly have two-year rotations or even long-term appointments
in the “real world” as advisors to government or business, and then they easily come right back
into their academic posts. It’s normal and cool to do that. But that is not the case with
sociologists. Why not?
Economists are not concerned in the least about being value-free. While they are not
known for a particularly acute awareness of their own values, at least they don’t hold them
back from being important, useful shapers of the world around us. Looking quickly at the
American Economic Association’s job listings for May 2013, I see various available university
posts advertised alongside openings at Amazon.com, the American Cancer Society, the
Federal Reserve Bank of Cleveland, the International Food Policy Research Institute, Pfizer,
the U.S. Small Business Administration, and the United States–Israel Educational
Foundation. These places, granted, might all benefit from the work of an economist. But why,
I wonder, wouldn’t they be looking for a sociologist instead? Shouldn’t the United States–
Israel Educational Foundation be hoping for an excellent sociologist of education, given all the
discoveries in that field?

“…most people doing sociological research are
academics mired in the encumbrance of insisting that
our work remain, as Max Weber wrote, ‘value-free.’ But
they are chasing a unicorn….”
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“These places, granted, might all benefit from the work of an
economist. But why, I wonder, wouldn’t they be looking for a
sociologist instead?”
Steele and Aronson’s findings on stereotype threats are
just one example that comes to mind. Unfortunately, many
programs train sociologists to be “value-free,” which would make
them ineligible for any of these jobs. You can bet that the
American Cancer Society is looking for someone with a savvy
understanding of values and their consequences. Economist job
descriptions are totally value based, because the employers know
that they will be affecting policy.
As for the economists themselves, they are both
oblivious and upfront: They assume everyone has the same
values, and they have no problem telling you what you should do
to fulfill them. We as sociologists are also oblivious—in
imagining that we are value-free—but we are not, unfortunately,
upfront. We can’t make recommendations for policy, because we
supposedly have no values to pursue. So we effectively separate
ourselves from the mainstream and from any perceived (and
possibly real) usefulness to the world.

areas we can contribute positively to, areas psychology cannot
reasonably enter?
Phil Gorski (one of the participants at the PPC
meeting) later wrote eloquently in an email to me and some
colleagues about a theory of “common goods” (note the plural
“goods”): “They are …‘common’ in the sense that they can only
be produced and ‘consumed’ in the co-presence of other persons.
In this regard, they differ from, e.g., consumer goods and public
goods which can be consumed in the absence of others.”
Two topics with which sociologists have a long history
are equity and caring for each other. Equity has been well
plumbed: between poor and rich, among sexes and genders, races
and ethnicities. But rather than only approaching it as a social
problem (which it most certainly is), we can also, in addition,
think about it in terms of common goods, asking “What
structures nurture equity?” rather than only “What structures
increase inequality?”.

Sed et tellus at quam sagittis pharetra. Donec
faucibus sagittis justo.
As for caring, “What kind of society allows for people

I think our president-elect, Phil Nyden, is a great
example of how to do value-aware research. What is wrong with
research that has the purpose of increasing diversity in
communities and bettering our urban environment? Do it
proudly, as he does! And if someone were to criticize, the
response could be, “Yes, that’s my value.” Assess the
effectiveness of approaches to reduce domestic violence. Then
you can say, “Yes, my value is that there will be fewer beat-up
spouses and children.” Jammie Price’s Journal of Applied Social
Science is another great resource.

to care for one another more? What kinds of organizational
structures allow it? What kinds of moral structures?” We could
develop a catalog of social properties we have been interested in
(based on the sociological literature) and then begin to think
about these properties as common goods. We could investigate
how certain amounts or certain types of these social properties are
good for a society and then set about empirically examining what
amounts of this or that good lead to this or that positive result.

Sociologists actually do practice. I know I’m preaching
to the choir; this is the newsletter for people in our section. But
keeping in mind the way that many (if not most) others in the
discipline think (and are being trained to think), perhaps one aim
of our section should be to make sociologists aware of the many
places they already do practice (e.g., the Census Bureau, firms
that offer impact-evaluation services, survey research, technical
assistance to government agencies like the U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services or the World Bank, and of course,
the members of this section!). Another aim could be to help make
practice more normal for sociologists—to make acceptable to
have a two-year rotation out into public service and then back,
like the economists. We need brave souls to pioneer both of these
tasks, and department chairs to encourage or allow faculty to be
those innovators.
The second step of separation between mainstream
sociology and positive psychology is precisely that: being positive.
Is current sociological practice too focused on problems? What
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Undergraduate Matters: Letter from a Mentee
During the spring 2013 semester of my junior year, I had the opportunity of interning at
HeartShare Human Services. As a research assistant I got the opportunity to work with Stan
Capela as well as other employees that worked for the QI department and learned a lot of tools
that can be used when doing sociological analyses and gathering interpretive data. Over the
course of three months I worked closely with Sybil Chan and Maria (insert last name) inputting
data into excel spreadsheets that analyzed customer satisfactory and how they felt services to
them could be improved. I also assisted with mail out surveys and questionnaires that would
further enable participators to give input on the services provided to them. As an intern, it gave
me a lot of knowledge and experience in the field of sociology. So much so, that, I quickly felt
like an employee who contributed greatly to the department. My time at HeartShare was proof
that there are great deals of occupations that can be attained as sociologists.
The first day I met Mr. Capela I must admit that I was a little intimidated because it
was my first time getting some experience in the field of work I hope to get into. However,
when he began to ask me about my future goals and what I’d hope to learn from my time at
HeartShare I started to feel more comfortable. Right away I was able to tell that he was an
extremely busy man as he was always walking around the office or working at another site. To
be fair, he did let me know that he’d rarely be around on the days that I was there but I
underestimated just how busy he was. Though he had duties to tend to, he always made sure
that I had something to do when he was away on a trip or working at another location. For
example, there were days when he asked me to get familiar with important readings that would
further enable me to understand the duties of the organization. For example, Article 44 was
important in order to understand new rules and regulations that had been instilled to better
monitor the quality of managed care. I was also assigned to read up on quality assurance and
compliance in order to understand the importance of providing services that go above and
beyond what the client expects. By doing this I was able to understand the inner workings of
nonprofit organizations and how they play a role of great importance in communities.
As my internship is soon coming to an end, I am grateful to have had the chance to gain
firsthand experience at being a sociologist. I am able to take a lot away from this and hopefully
use my skills at another interning program. I have no doubt that being at HeartShare will give
me an upper hand when I am ready to enter the workforce. Internships like this one, where the
involvement of employees and even someone as busy as Mr. Capela are extremely important
because you work closely with professionals and get face-to-face feedback. I enjoyed it very
much and would greatly recommend it.
-------Shameeka Marc

Shameeka Marc was an intern for section member Stanley Capela, VP for Quality Management,
Corporate Compliance Officer at HeartShare Human Services. Feel free to share this letter with your
students; it will let them know that internships in sociological practice and public sociology are
not only available, but are valuable career preparation.
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ASA 2013 Meeting Highlights

A Sampling of Section-related sessions**:
Title

Participants

Section on Sociological Practice and Public Sociology Paper
Session. Grassroots to Global: Local Practices and Local
Research Informing Regional, National, and International
Policy
Section on Sociological Practice and Public Sociology Paper
Session. Sociological Research in Community Settings: Is
Anybody Listening?

(Session Organizer) Philip Nyden, Loyola University-Chicago;
(Presider) Philip Nyden, Loyola University-Chicago;
(Discussant) Jennifer J Nargang Chernega, Winona State University

Section on Sociological Practice and Public Sociology
Roundtable Sessions** (one-hour). Table 01. Immigration
Policy, Undocumented Immigrants, and Local/National
Action: Documenting the Undocumented

(Session Organizer) Henry H. Brownstein,
NORC-University of Chicago;
(Session Organizer) Augusto Diana, Dept. Health & Human Services;
(Table Presider) Thomas Pineros Shields, Brandeis University

Table 02. Cities and Environment**

(Session Organizer) Augusto Diana, Dept. Health & Human Services
(Session Organizer) Henry H. Brownstein,
NORC-University of Chicago
(Table Presider) Daina Cheyenne Harvey, College of the Holy Cross
(Table Presider) John B. Diamond, Harvard University
(Session Organizer) Augusto Diana, Dept. Health & Human Services
(Session Organizer) Henry H. Brownstein,
NORC-University of Chicago
(Table Presider) Susan H. Ambler, Maryville College;
(Session Organizer) Augusto Diana, Dept. Health & Human Services
(Session Organizer) Henry H. Brownstein,
NORC-University of Chicago
(Session Organizer) Augusto Diana, Dept. Health & Human Services
(Session Organizer) Henry H. Brownstein,
NORC-University of Chicago;
(Table Presider) Deirdre Aine Oakley, Georgia State University
(Session Organizer) Augusto Diana, Dept. Health & Human Services
(Session Organizer) Henry H. Brownstein,
NORC-University of Chicago;
(Table Presider) Kimberly Fox, Bridgewater State University
(Session Organizer) Augusto Diana, Dept. Health & Human Services
(Session Organizer) Henry H. Brownstein,
NORC-University of Chicago;
(Table Presider) Dennis P. Watson,
Indiana University at Purdue University-Indianapolis
(Session Organizer) Augusto Diana, Dept. Health & Human Services
(Session Organizer) Henry H. Brownstein,
NORC-University of Chicago; (Table Presider)
Maryann Mason, Northwestern University

(Session Organizer) Augusto Diana, Dept. Health & Human Services; (
(Presider) Augusto Diana, Dept. Health & Human Services;
(Discussant) Angela A. Aidala, Columbia University

Sed et tellus at quam sagittis pharetra. Donec faucibus sagittis justo.

Table 03. Educational Leadership, Research, Policy, and
Change**

Table 04. Community Based Research as a Teaching Tool**

Table 05. Social Policy**

Table 06. Culture**

Table 07. Practice**

Table 08. Public Sociology**

** Please see pg 11 for full information on Roundtable sessions
and pg 12 for other sessions of interest.
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Member’s Bookshelf
Pink Ribbon Blues
Gayle A. Sulik, Oxford University Press, Sept. 3 2010

Medical sociologist Gayle A. Sulik reveals the hidden costs of the pink ribbon as
an industry, one in which breast cancer functions as a brand name with a pink
ribbon logo. Based on historical and ethnographic research, analysis of awareness
campaigns and advertisements, and hundreds of interviews, Pink Ribbon Blues
shows that while millions walk, run, and purchase products for a cure, cancer
rates continue to rise, industry thrives, and breast cancer is stigmatized anew for
those who reject the pink ribbon model. Even as Sulik points out the flaws of
"pink ribbon culture," she outlines the positives and offers alternatives. The
paperback includes a new Introduction investigating Susan G. Komen for the
Cure and a color insert with images of, and reactions to, the pinking of breast
cancer.

Women on Ice: Methamphetamine Use among Suburban Women
Miriam Boeri, Rutgers University Press: A volume in the
Critical Issues in Crime and Society series, edited by
Raymond J. Michalowski; Sociology / Criminology /
Women’s Studies
Methamphetamine (ice, speed, crystal, shard) has been called
epidemic in the United States. Yet few communities were ready for
increased use of methamphetamine by suburban women. Miriam
Boeri accesses a hidden world behind the domestic suburban façade
and discovers families divided by class and impoverished by the
Great Recession. She also finds women who use methamphetamine to cope and sell it to survive.
Their lives and drug careers are analyzed in relation to the intersecting influences of social roles,
relationships, social/political structures, and political trends. Examining the effects of punitive drug
policy, inadequate social services, and looming public health risks, including HIV/AIDS and
hepatitis C, the book gives voice to women silenced by shame. Boeri introduces new and developing
concepts in the field of addiction studies and proposes policy changes to more broadly implement
initiatives that address the problems these women face. She asserts that if we are concerned that the
war on drugs is a war on drug users, this study will alert us that it is also a war on suburban families.
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Member Publications
Adeola, Francis O. and J. Steven Picou (2012). “Race, Social Capital, and the Health
Impacts of Katrina: Evidence from the Louisiana and Mississippi Gulf Coast.” Human
Ecology Review 19:10-24.

Adeola, Francis O. and J. Steven Picou (2013). “Environment and Technology.” Pp. 255264 in David L. Brunsma, et al, Handbook of Sociology and Human Rights. Boulder,
CO: Paradigm Publishers.

Nicholls, Keith and J. Steven Picou (2013). “The Impact of Hurricane Katrina on Trust
and Government.” Social Science Quarterly 94(2): 344-361.=

Teo, Youyenn. 2013. “Support for deserving families: inventing the anti-welfare
familialist state in Singapore.” Social Politics. Advance online publication.
doi:10.1093/sp/jxt004

Sed et tellus at quam sagittis pharetra. Donec faucibus sagittis justo.
http://sp.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2013/02/26/sp.jxt004.full.pdf?keytype=ref&i
jkey=dykK5yhBzF31Yk0
Abstract
The (ideological) aversion many states in Asia have toward universal welfare have led to the development of various
solutions that depend on the valorization of the familial. This has important implications: it tends toward limiting state
expenditure on public goods; the unevenness and inequalities produced and reproduced by the state’s reliance on particular
family forms—with their attendant meanings around class, ethnicity, gender and sexuality—result in particular
hierarchies and principles of division within society. This paper challenges the assumption embedded in much current
scholarship that it is “culture” that determines what states can and cannot do in the realm of public provisions. Instead, it
interrogates how states produce and reproduce particular visions of the family through its approach toward welfare, and
how this shapes and reproduces social inequalities in state-society relations.
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Members in Action
Victor Rios, University of California Santa Barbara has been awarded the 2013 Oliver
Cromwell Cox Book Award by the ASA Section on Racial and Ethnic Minorities for
Punished: Policing the Lives of Black and Latino Boys. The book was also awarded the
Honorable Mention for Outstanding Book Award by the ASA Section on Inequality,
Poverty, and Mobility. Dr. Rios also received a proclamation from the City of Berkeley,
CA for his Work on Youth Violence Prevention.
Jeanne Cameron, Tompkins Cortland Community College was awarded the Narrative
Research SIG of the American Educational Research Association 2013 Outstanding
Publication Award and the The Society of Professors of Education 2013 Book Award for
Canaries Reflect on the Mine: Dropouts’ Stories of Schooling. See Canaries’ Facebook Page at:
https://www.facebook.com/#!/CanariesReflectOnTheMine
Gayle Sulik, University of Albany received the 2013 Distinguished Feminist Lecturer
Award from Sociologists for Women in Society.
Keith Fernsler, Professor Emeritus from Dickinson State University and a resident analyst
at DLN Consulting, Inc., is working on the final process evaluation of a Bush
Foundation
that
supported
The
Western North
Energy
Project.
The
Sed etgrant
tellus
athas
quam
sagittis
pharetra.
DonecDakota
faucibus
sagittis
justo.
Project developed webinars and resources to empower regional leaders to formulate
strategies for short-term mitigation and long-term economic prosperity in the face of a
massive oil boom in western North Dakota. For more information, contact Dr.
Fernsler: keith@dlnconsulting.com.
J. Steven Picou, Director, Coastal Resource and Resiliency Center and Professor of
Sociology, University of South Alabama, was recognized as one of fifty researchers over
five decades at the University who has made outstanding contributions to science in the
areas of Sociological Practice, Environmental Sociology, and Disaster Research.

Caitlin Patler, UCLA was awarded a Community Action Research Award from the
ASA Sydney S. Spivack Program in Applied Social Research and Social Policy for her
project "Assessing the Educational and Economic Trajectories, Civic Engagement, and
Health Status of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) Program Applicants."
This is a collaborative project with Dream Team Los Angeles.
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Conference Connections
	
  
The	
  2013	
  meetings	
  of	
  the	
  Association	
  of	
  Applied	
  and	
  Clinical	
  Sociology	
  will	
  be	
  in	
  Portland,	
  OR,	
  October	
  3	
  –	
  5	
  at	
  
the	
  Doubletree	
  Hilton.	
  
	
  
ASA	
  2013	
  annual	
  meeting	
  is	
  August	
  10-‐13	
  in	
  New	
  York	
  City	
  at	
  the	
  Hilton/Sheraton.	
  
	
  
The	
  International	
  Sociological	
  Association	
  Research	
  Committee	
  46	
  (Clinical	
  Sociology)	
  will	
  hold	
  an	
  informal	
  
meeting	
  at	
  the	
  ASA	
  meeting	
  in	
  NYC	
  on	
  Monday,	
  August	
  	
  12th	
  from	
  8	
  to	
  10	
  pm	
  (location	
  TBD).	
  	
  	
  Please	
  join	
  us	
  to	
  
learn	
  about	
  others'	
  work	
  and	
  make	
  connections.	
  	
  For	
  more	
  information	
  contact	
  Maryann	
  Mason	
  
(mmason@luriechildrens.org).	
  	
  	
  
Carey	
  Seargeant	
  is	
  updating	
  an	
  ASA	
  conference	
  blog	
  thoughout	
  the	
  conference.	
  See	
  
http://sspps.wordpress.com/2013/07/11/spps-‐events-‐at-‐the-‐annual-‐meeting-‐of-‐the-‐asa/	
  
	
  

Results
Sed et tellus at quamElection
sagittis pharetra.
Donec faucibus sagittis justo.
Chair-Elect (1-year term begins in 2013) Laura Nichols, Santa Clara University
Secretary/Treasurer (2-year term begins in 2013) Angela Aidala, Columbia University
Council Members (3-year term begins in 2013):
Melissa S. Fry, Indiana University
Kathleen Oberlin , Indiana University
Dennis Watson, Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis
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Roundtables
574. Section on Sociological Practice and Public Sociology Roundtable Session (one-hour).2:30-3:30pm, Roundtables: Session
Organizers: Henry H. Brownstein, NORC-University of Chicago Augusto Diana, Dept. Health & Human Services

Table 01. Immigration Policy, Undocumented Immigrants, and Local/National Action: Documenting the
Undocumented
Table Presider: Thomas Pineros Shields, Brandeis University
Table 02. Cities and Environment
Table Presider: Daina Cheyenne Harvey, College of the Holy Cross
Table 03. Educational Leadership, Research, Policy, and Change
Table Presider: John B. Diamond, Harvard University
Table 04. Community Based Research as a Teaching Tool
Table Presider: Susan H. Ambler, Maryville College
Table 05. Social Policy
Boundary Objects and Public Deliberation: Analyzing the Management of Boundary Tensions in the Consensus
Conference. Hsin-Yi Yeh, State University of New Jersey-Rutgers
States and the Equality-Development Debates among Transnational Feminists. Dongxiao Liu, Texas A&M
University
The Reproduction of Inequality: Public Perceptions of Educational Disparities in Focus Group Settings. Yndia S.
Lorick-Wilmot, The FrameWorks Institute; Moira E. O'Neil, FrameWorks Institute
Table 06. Culture
Cultural Considerations. Jan Marie Fritz, University of Cincinnati
The influence of national context, language and intellectual divisions on sociology of education curriculum in Canada.
Johanne Jean-Pierre, McMaster University
Table 07. Practice
Evidence-Based Sociological Practice: Reframing Applied Sociology. Marv Finkelstein, Southern Illinois UniversityEdwardsville; Lubomir S. Popov, Bowling Green State University
Extending Public Health: The Rockefeller Sanitary Commission and Hookworm in the American South. Cheryl Elman,
The University of Akron; Robert McGuire, The University of Akron, Department of Economics; Barbara
Witman, The University of Akron, Department of History
Table 08. Public Sociology
Future Moves from Determinism to Contentious Agency. Markus S. Schulz, UIUC
People’s Power: Popular Sovereignty, Development and Countries’ Autocratic or Democratic Future. Barbara Wejnert,
State University of New York-Buffalo
The Lost Heritage of Populist Sociology. Monte Bute, Metropolitan State University
Using a Group Community-Based Research Project in the Introductory Sociology Class. Shelley L. Koch, Emory &
Henry College
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Other ASA Sessions of Interest
Thematic Session. 25 Years and Counting: Reflecting on "The Truly Disadvantaged"
Scheduled Time: Mon Aug 12 2013, 2:30 to 4:10pm
Session Organizer: Robert J. Sampson (Harvard University); Presider: Robert J. Sampson (Harvard University); Panelist: Douglas S.
Massey (Princeton University); Panelist: Mary E. Pattillo (Northwestern University); Panelist: Geoffrey Canada (Harlem Children's
Zone); Discussant: William Julius Wilson (Harvard University).
Abstract: "The Truly Disadvantaged" by William Julius Wilson (1987) is one of the most influential and cited works in sociology (and social science
generally) of the last few decades. In the fall of 2012 the University of Chicago Press published a revised edition with a new afterword by Wilson. The
2013 annual meeting presents an ideal opportunity to follow up the book’s re-publication and reflect on this seminal work twenty-five years after it first
appeared. Panelists will reflect on core aspects of the book, such as deindustrialization and joblessness, racial segregation and social isolation,
neighborhood concentration effects, and policy responses.
Thematic Session. Addressing Health Care Inequality: The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act
Scheduled Time: Mon Aug 12 2013, 10:30 to 12:10pm
Session Organizer: Jane D. McLeod (Indiana University); Presider/Discussant: Eric R. Wright (Indiana University at Purdue
University-Indianapolis).
1. Right Wing Conspiracy? Socialist Plot?: The Origins of the Affordable Care Act; Jill Quadagno (Florida State University)
2. Accountable Care Organizations and the Industrialization of U.S. Medical Care? Lawrence P. Casalino (Cornell University)
3. The Impact of the ACA on Physicians, Professional Specialization, and Reimbursement; Miriam J. Laugesen (Columbia University)
Abstract: The Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act is intended to make health care more affordable and to expand health care
coverage to all Americans. This panel brings together health policy experts from sociology, health services research, and political
science to provide an overview of the act and its major provisions in relation to these goals. What processes yielded the Act in its
current form? How do its provisions address its stated goals? How effective are its provisions likely to be? What new forms of inequality
will the Act yield? By interrogating the Act, this session addresses the more general challenges of developing social policies to mitigate
inequality.
Thematic Session. Lost in Translation? The Role of Research in Policy and Practice
Scheduled Time: Mon Aug 12 2013, 10:30 to 12:10pm
Session Organizer: Devah Pager (Princeton University)
Presiders: Devah Pager (Princeton University); John H. Laub (University of Maryland)
Panelists: David Harris (Tufts University); Ruth Milkman (City University of New York-Graduate Center); Phyllis Moen (University
of Minnesota)
Abstract: This session will consider how social science research is translated into practice and how this process may be improved. The panel will feature
prominent individuals from diverse settings who have grappled with the question of how research can be more effectively deployed in the service of policy
and practice; identifying why research so often falls short of what is needed to effect social change; and how social scientists can think more effectively
about designing research so that it can have an impact.
Special Session. Public Sociology in Action. Honoring the Contributions of Ira Glass and This American Life
Scheduled Time: Sun Aug 11 2013, 12:30 to 2:10pm
Session Organizers: Joshua Gamson (University of San Francisco); Eric Klinenberg (New York University); Julie Snyder (This
American Life); Lisa Pollack (This American Life)
Presider: Diane Vaughan (Columbia University)
Panelists: Eric Klinenberg (New York University); David M. Newman (DePauw University); Sudhir A. Venkatesh (Columbia
University)
Abstract: This award recognizes professionals who have been especially effective at using the media – either written, performed live, photographed,
recorded, or filmed – to inform the public of social issues, giving them a broad awareness of the sociological approach and sociological findings. The 2013
award goes to Ira Glass and the staff of This American Life, one of public radio’s most celebrated
programs. This session considers the relationship between sociology and This American Life. It features a conversation between This American Life
producers, the audience, and sociologists who have participated in the show or use it in teaching. The panel will focus on the role sociological perspectives
and research take in the show’s production, and the ways This American Life contributes to sociological expression and teaching.
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Summer 2013

Awards
The William Foote Whyte Award
Is given to an individual who has made a notable contribution to sociological practice and public
sociology, which can include several of the following elements: outstanding clinical, applied or
public sociological work, exceptional service to the section, publications that advance both the
theory and methods of sociological practice or public sociology, or mentoring and training of
students for careers in sociological practice or public sociology.
2013 Awardee:
Rosabeth Moss Kanter, Arbuckle Professor, Harvard Business School; Chair and Director of the
Harvard University Advanced Leadership Initiative

The Robert Dentler Award for Outstanding Student Achievement
Is for up to two graduate students who have made a promising contribution to the field, such as a
project or paper in the areas of sociological practice and public sociology.
2013 Awardees:
Sharon Jank and Lindsay Owens, Department of Sociology, Stanford University
Honorable Mentions:
Brad R. Fulton, Department of Sociology, Duke University
Tressie McMillan Cottom, Department of Sociology, Emory University
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Summer 2013

Call for Papers
Journal of Poverty: Thematic Issue Call for Papers:
“Housing the Homeless: Emerging Research on New Programs”
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: November 1, 2013
Guest Editors: Christine George, PhD, Center for Urban Research and Learning, Loyola
University Chicago and Jennifer Chernega, PhD, Department of Sociology, Winona State
University
We invite papers from a variety of relevant disciplines for a special issue of the Journal of Poverty
on emerging programs addressing the problems of homelessness.
The recent economic recession and slow recovery has further squeezed state and municipal
resources for serving homeless populations. At the same time, new programs, some emphasizing
Housing First and Harm Reduction practices, have emerged. Housing First policies take the
position that the first step in dealing with the challenges homeless individuals face is to help them
access permanent, stable housing. Harm Reduction programs do not require people to be clean,
sober and compliant with medical recommendations in order to receive services. Rather, these
programs work to help people reduce the harm of their behaviors.
Papers may address, but are not limited to, the following questions:
•
•
•
•
•
•

What are the new ways that communities and agencies are serving the homeless?
How are agencies helping homeless individuals move into and stay in permanent housing?
What are new, successful strategies for working with and serving homeless communities?
How do strategies need to vary by population—women, families, chronically homeless,
etc.?
What are the barriers for implementing innovative and evidence-based homeless services?
We especially invite articles about Housing First and/or Harm Reduction programs.

Please create a user account and submit manuscript to Routledge ScholarOne Author Center at this link:
http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/wpov. Please note that in the fifth step of the submission process you should check “yes”
to indicate that your manuscript is a candidate for the special issue and include the title.
For questions regarding this special issue please contact:
Jennifer Chernega, Ph.D. jchernega@winona.edu
or
Christine George, Ph.D cgeorg@luc.edu
For submission questions please contact:
Jessica Martone, Editorial Associate
Loyola University Chicago
School of Social Work
jmartone@luc.edu
312-915-7285
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Web Resources

Winter 2013

Public Criminology: http://thesocietypages.org/pubcrim/
Stanford's "Recession Trends" : Data and tools:
https://www.stanford.edu/group/recessiontrends/cgi-bin/web/home
The Sociological Cinema: Teaching Sociology through Images:
http://www.thesociologicalcinema.com/1/post/2010/07/1984-is-already-here1.html
Public Practices of Sociology: http://sspps.wordpress.com
The Society Pages: http://thesocietypages.org
Gapminder: Data and online analysis tools: www.gapminder.org
ISA's Public Sociology Live: www.isa-sociology.org/public-sociology-live
Public Sociology Canada: publicsociologycanada.wordpress.com
Applied Sociology (blog): http://othersociologist.com/category/applied-sociology-2/
ICPSR: Public data and online analysis tools:
http://www.icpsr.umich.edu/icpsrweb/ICPSR/index.jsp

CALL FOR CONTRIBUTIONS: THE PUBLICIZER

SUBMIT BY DEC 15 2013 FOR WINTER ISSUE
Send submissions via email to: ThePublicizer@gmail.com

o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

Short articles on your research, work, graduate programs
Essays on public, applied, clinical, sociology and practice
Teaching, mentoring, and internships: undergraduate and graduate
Book and other publication announcements
Member news: promotions, moves, grants, new projects, awards
Conference highlights essays with photos
Short bios of award winners, and pictures
Useful weblinks
Conference Announcements
Calls for papers
Calls for nominations, participation

Summer 2013

ASA SPPS Officers and Council 2012-2013
Officers
Henry H Brownstein, Chair

NORC at the University of Chicago

brownstein-henry@norc.org

Philip Nyden, Chair-Elect

Loyola University Chicago

pnyden@luc.edu

Augusto Diana, Past Chair

National Institute on Drug Abuse

dianaa@nida.nih.gov

Angela Aidala, Secretary-Treasurer '14

Columbia University

aaa1@columbia.edu

Jennifer J Nargang Chernega '13

Winona State University

jchernega@winona.edu

Deirdre Aine Oakley '13

Georgia State University

socdao@langate.gsu.edu

Mario Luis Small '13

University of Chicago

mariosmall@uchicago.edu

Becky Yang Hsu '14

Georgetown University

bh297@georgetown.edu

Harry Perlsadt '14

Michigan State University

perlstad@msu.edu

Mary Ann Mason '14

Northwestern Children's Hospital,
Chicago

mmason@luriechildrens.org

Chloe E Bird '15

RAND Health Unit

Chloe_Bird@rand.org

Roy E Feldman '15

Behavioral Analysis New York

royfeldman@bainy.org

Kimberly Fox '15

Bridgewater State University

Kimberly.fox@bridgew.edu

Occidental College

sargent@oxy.edu

Eastern New Mexico University

thepublicizer@gmail.com

Council

Webmaster
Carey Sargent
Newsletter Editor
Chelsea Starr
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