
 
Sociological Practice Section 
Business and Council Meeting, 

Annual Meeting of the American Sociological Association 
August 13, 2007 – New York, NY 

 
Chair Kristine Ajrouch called the meeting to order.   
 
Attendance: 
 

Kristine Ajrouch 
Tiffany  Brown 
Nicole Carr 
Augie  Diana 
Roy    Feldman 
Sam    Friedman 
Jan   Fritz 
Mary   Gatta 
Kathryn  Goldman Schuyler 
Margaret     Hall 
Leora   Lawton 

Eleanor Lyon  
Jessica MacGuire 
Laura  Nichols 
Harry Perlstadt 
Jammie   Price 
Mary     Virnoche 
Jay   Weinstein 
Jeff Will 
Angela Adala 
Robert Dentler 

 
 
1.  Approval of minutes.  Voted.  2 abstained.  Passed.  
 
2.  Newsletter:  Leora Lawton, outgoing Secretary, as well as newsletter editor and 
webmaster, spoke about the plan to go electronic and the evaluation of the readership 
impact from snailmail to email.  Also initiatives to the content.  Need to save money, and 
figure then out what to do with the money.  For the meantime, we have out a regular 
paper newsletter. The next one will be only electronic.   
 
3.  Jay Weinstein introduces Bob Dentler, who was congratulated for receiving the 2007 
ASA Distinguished Career Award for the Practice of Sociology.    
 
4.  Membership: 
Kristine, Kathryn and Leora have been having phone conversations during the year.  One 
idea is the ad hoc membership committee so that we can continue to increase the size of 
the section.  As of July 31, we had 228 members, which is the highest it’s been since 
1999.  But the question remains: How can we increase our membership?  Sam Friedman 
volunteered that he has experience in this area, and he will talk to Jay about techniques.  
“What we really need though a person to take it on their plate.”   
 
Jay volunteered to be coordinator – Angela, Laura, Sam. Harry, Tiffany, Jessica,  
Leora to get Jay a list of all emails of attendees. 
 
Brainstorming Suggestions  



 A table staffed most of the time at the ASA.  This might be a good place for a 
student to earn some way to defray the cost of attendance (through saving money 
on the Newsletter…).   

 Tap into the student population…Laura Nichols will help with student aspect.   
 Links to more stuff about what the universities are doing.   
 Box on website that links to job opportunities.   
 Set up a blog for students.  
 We will post to the listserv to solicit ideas before September 18 phone call.   
 Seek out sociologists in other departments and schools.  But how?  Might not be 

logistically feasible.    
 It’s possible that the ASA has a list of members with a category for doing applied 

work.  If so, we can do an e-mailing? Insert with ASA mailing?  E-mailing?   
 Student involvement:  Kristine noted the importance of getting them more 

involved – beneficial for our future and their future.  
 Sam F. used to be an advisor to junior faculty and colleagues, and suggested the 

need for contacts who can spend some time with students or others about applied 
sociology and its manifestations.  Have a list of people on the website who can be 
contacted.    

 Kathryn – telling council members to look on the website for member roles.   
 
5.  Eleanor Lyon – expressed appreciation to all for their efforts, especially Kristine.   
 
6. Changing of the officers. Kathryn assumes the role of Chair, Jammie Price becomes 
Secretary, Chair-elect is Augie Diana, and new council members are Laura Nichols, 
Nicole Flynn Carr, Roy Feldman, and Mary Gatta.  
 
Kathryn states intention to develop the Section to both grow in its size and effectiveness.  
 
7. The meeting is adjourned.   
 
 


