
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF  
THE ASA COUNCIL ON SOCIOLOGICAL PRACTICE 

Montreal, Friday August 17, 2006 
 
Meeting was called to order by Council Chair, Eleanor Lyon, at 4:40 PM.  
 
The minutes of the 2005 Meeting (in Philadelphia) were approved. 
 
The new officers and Council members were introduced as per the meeting agenda. 
 
New Business: Eleanor introduced two proposals to be considered at the subsequent 
Section business meeting: 
 

1. That we stop producing hard copies of the Section Newsletter and provide it 
online with a dedicated link (i.e., not as an e-mail attachment). Most sections have 
moved to this format. 

2. That we remind all officers that they must be members of the Section. Those who 
are not members will be warned that unless they join immediately, they will be 
removed from office and a by-election will be held as per Section by-laws. 

 
Jay Weinstein discussed plans to use the Association for Applied and Clinical Sociology 
(AACS) journal to feature Section activities, beginning with the publication of the 2006 
regular session as a symposium. 
 
Kristine Ajrouch led a discussion on the relationship between Sociological Practice and 
Public Sociology. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 5:15 PM. 
 

 
MINUTES OF THE BUSINESS MEETING OF THE ASA SECTION ON 

SOCIOLOGICAL PRACTICE 
Montreal, Friday August 17, 2006 

 
Meeting called to order at 5:15 PM by Council Chair, Eleanor Lyon 
 
Minutes of the 2005 meeting were approved 
 
As “comments from the Chair”, Eleanor discussed challenges to practitioners.  AACS has 
experienced some challenges in implementing the merger, although the merger has been 
successfully completed during the past year.  Some of the challenges relate to sociologists 
not identifying themselves as practitioners, as others have noted in the past.  To illustrate, 
Eleanor noted that just 13 of the 607 sessions on this year’s program have been identified 
as “practice” sessions, and there is no consistency in their designation. She encouraged 
further discussion of identity issues in the coming year. 



Eleanor reported that there has been only a slight increase in membership since the time 
of last year’s conference.  She also led a discussion of the AACS meeting to be held in 
San Jose, CA, October 26-28, 2006.  
 
Eleanor suggested that the following might also contribute to increased visibility and 
clarification of identity: more frequent communications to and from members, using the 
section listserv and website; involvement in the new message forums likely to be 
approved at the ASA Council meeting and launched after the conference; continued and 
strengthened connections to practice organizations, including AACS and CACS; renewed 
advocacy of representation on the committee that selects the recipient of the 
Distinguished Career Award for the Practice of Sociology; more sessions and workshops 
at the annual meeting, for which substantial advance planning is needed; and more 
involvement by the section’s Council members. 
  
The members discussed some improvements in the Section web site and charged the 
incoming Chair, Kristine Ajrouch, with seeing this through 
 
There was a brief discussion of the recent Ford Foundation sponsored study of non-
academic sociologists conducted by the ASA’s Roberta Spalter-Roth 
 
Old Business: Eleanor reported that the strategy discussed last year for creating joint 
membership arrangements with other sections was not very effective 
 
New business: The two proposals discussed at the Council meeting were presented along 
with a third proposal regarding the recruitment strategy discussed above. 
 

1. That we stop producing hard copies of the Section Newsletter and provide it 
online with a dedicated link (i.e., not as an e-mail attachment). Most sections have 
moved to this format. This was unanimously approved by those present and will now 
be voted on by mail ballot, with the majority of returned ballots determining whether 
or not the proposal passes. 
 
2. That we remind all officers that they must be members of the Section. Those who 
are not members will be warned that unless they join immediately, they will be 
removed from office and a by-election will be held as per Section by-laws. It was 
agreed that no vote is required on this item because the by-laws already provide for 
the action 

 
3. The members resolved to seek a way to improve the approach of using joint 
memberships to increase the size of our Section. The Chair and Chair-Elect would 
lead this effort. 

 
Art Shostak and Jan Fritz also provided suggestions for increasing Section membership 
 



Eleanor introduced Kristine Ajrouch as new Section Council Chair. Kristine expressed 
her appreciation and commitment to lead the section. Her first official act was to ask for a 
motion to adjourn. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:20 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted: j.w. 

 
In attendance: 
 
Jeffry Will 
Jim Hoagland 
Jay Weinstein 
Art Shostak 
Marv Finklestein 
Brian Cody 
Barbara Altman 
Renee Ellis 
Ross Koppel 
Jan Fritz 
Delores Edelen 
Kristine Ajrouch 
Eleanor Lyon 
 
 
 
 


